



Pastoral Letter: Living in Love and Faith – House of Bishops Report 

Dear friends,

You will probably have seen the the House of Bishops have been discussing any changes to the 
Church of England’s rules on same sex couples marrying in church as a result of the Living in 
Love and Faith consultation. I know of people in our churches who want to know how this will 
effect our parishes. This letter is to let you know a little of the context of Living in Love and Faith, 
and to share with you the direction of travel of our parishes.


The Church of England’s House of Bishops has been meeting recently to bring to conclusion a 
lengthy consultation on matters of human sexuality and gender in the Church. The consultation 
process, Living in Love and Faith, was an attempt to get members of the Church of England 
talking and listening to each other, engaging with Scripture and Theology, and crucially listening to 
the lived experiences of members of the LGBTQI community, particularly their experiences of 
being members of the church. These experiences were often sources of great pain to the LGBTQI 
christians who contributed to Living in Love and Faith, having frequently experienced judgement 
and rejection within the church.


As churches we deliberately set out to engage with the Living in Love and Faith resources, using 
them as a focus for our Lent groups a couple of years ago. While acknowledging that there will be 
a range of views, I have always known our churches to be fundamentally inclusive, non-
judgemental communities. Engaging with the materials in the Living in Love and Faith course, and 
particularly listening to the experiences of LGBTQI christians, gave those studying a greater sense 
that we needed to do more to welcome members of the LGBTQI community to our churches, 
showing that our churches were communities of faith where all can truly belong and be celebrated 
for who they are, rather than merely having to fit in.


One consequence of this course was the the PCC of West Clandon decided to join Inclusive 
Church, a network of churches which are committed to fully including people in the life of the 
church regardless of sex, gender identification, sexuality, or ability. West Clandon’s PCC felt that 
this was an expression of values which had been at the heart of our churches for years, but which 
we had never fully articulated.


I was waiting with interest to hear the outcome of the House of Bishops’ discussion. Like many 
members of the Church of England, I was disappointed to hear that there is, as yet, no decision to 
allow same sex couples to marry in churches. I do think, however, that the provision being offered 
is a significant step forward. The House of Bishops are preparing a liturgy of thanksgiving and 
blessing for same sex couples who have had a civil marriage and would like their marriages to be 
blessed in church.


As soon as it is lawful I will work with our PCCs to explore how services of blessing can be made  
available for any same sex couples who wish to have their marriages blessed in our churches. I 
will never expect a minister to go against their conscience and take a service for a couple if they 
do not wish to. It is, however, something that I personally would want to offer. I want to offer same 
sex couples whatever the law of the Church of England will allow, to show that they are loved and 
accepted by God, and loved and accepted in our churches.


There is still a long way to go and there are many unanswered questions about the specific 
provision being made by the House of Bishops. Presumably, whatever the bishops recommend 
will have to be passed by General Synod and we all know what a quagmire that can be. In our 
own parishes, we will need to listen carefully to one another, ensuring that our commitment to 



love, kindness and refraining from being judgemental is something extended to all, however we 
approach questions of gender and sexuality. 


I am looking forward to the day when members of the LGBTQI community feel completely 
welcomed and accepted in the Church of England, and I think the news from the House of 
Bishops represents an important step on that journey.


While the Church of England is on that journey, my prayer is that we, as churches here in the 
Clandons, can be one step ahead in offering the best possible welcome to our inclusive churches. 
That welcome can start now, with the way we treat each other. In his epistle to the Galatians, St 
Paul marvels at the work of God in the Church, bringing together disparate groups who were often 
seen as enemies. He makes the bold claim that all enmities are brought to an end by our union 
with Jesus Christ:


“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 

there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (Galatians 3.28)


Our unity isn’t based on always sharing the same views, but on our belief that in Jesus Christ 
there is one, new humanity. We are called to live that unity out in the way we listen to and treat 
each other.


If any of you wish to talk to with me further about this, please do not hesitate to get in touch.


With my prayers for God’s blessing for you all,


